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a processor for varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor\is proximate said bar on said display and for repositioning others 
of said plurality of tiles alodg said bar to accommodate the varied size of said one tile. 

(Amended) The computer system of claim 1 , wherein said at least one of a 
plurality of tifes includes a tile to which said cursor is closest and a plurality of tiles 
adjacent to said tile. 

5. (Amended) The coftmuter system of claim 1, wherein said processor 
repositions said others of said plurality ofstiles in accordance with a predefined relationship 
between an effect width W, a default height h of^said at least one of said plurality of tiles 
and a selected maximum height H of said at least one ofvsaid plurality of tiles. 

— — — — — — — ■ " ' - — i—. - 1 1.. ., , r^v , - -i. ~ — - — — 




(Amended) The computer system of claim 6, wherein said others of said 
plurality of tile^ach has a left edge and a right edge located at distances d! and d 2 from 
said cursor, and is moY^d to a position such that said left edge has a distance dj ' from said 
cursor and said right edge h^a distance d 2 ' from said cursor wherein: 

d;=Sx sfi<7t ^ 2 x dj + W) 
d 2 ' = S x sine(7i -?v2 xd 2 T W). 
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8. \ (Amended) The computer system of claim 7, wherein said at least one of 
said plurality ortiles is scaled by a factor of: 
/I X + (d 2 '-d 1 ')-(d 2 -d 1 ) # 






9. (Amended) The^pmputer system of claim 1, wherein said processor varies 
the size of at least some of said others of said plurality of tiles based on a sine function. 

(Amended) The computer system of claim 1, wherein two of said plurality 
of tiles are permanqit residents of said bar and define endpoints thereof, and other tiles can 
be ^selectively added to a^dsdeleted from positions intermediate said two tiles by a user. 

42. (Amended) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said processor also 
varies a magnification W said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 



45. (Amendfed) The computer system of claim 43, wherein said magnification of 




said at least one of saidi plurality of tiles is varied based on a sine function. 



(Amended) A method for displaying items in a graphical user interface 
comprising the ^feRS of: 

providing^plurality of said items in a region of said graphical user 
interface, each of said items havrhg^a default height associated therewith; 
moving a cursor along saio^gion; and 
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selectively magnifying at least one of said items closest to said cursor to a 
first level and magni^ing items proximate to said one item to other levels less than said 
first level 



72. (Amended) The d^ethod of claim 71, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying said plurality of items in said region at said default height unless 
said plurality of items exceeds a predetermined number; and 

scaling said plurality of item^ when said plurality of items exceeds said 

number. 



4. (Amended) The method of claim 71, wherein said step of magnifying 
further comprb^s magnifying said items in accordance with a scaling factor S, wherein S is 
a predefined relationship between an effect width W, said default height h and a selected 
maximum height H of said 



76K (Amended) The method of claim 71, further comprising the step of: 
s&tmg, by a user, said first level of magnification. 



77. (Amended) THbsmethod of claim 75, wherein said plurality of items have a 
left edge and a right edge respectiveltWocated at distances d x and d 2 from said cursor ,~arid 
wherein each of said proximate items is m^yed to a position such that its left edge has a 
distance d,' from said cursor and its right edge hk^a distance d 2 ' from said cursor wherein: 
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S x sine (tt 
S x sine (n 



2xd, 
2 x d 2 



W) 
W). 





78. (Amended) The r^ethod of claim 77, wherein said at least one of said 
plurality of items is scaled by a factor of: 

1 + (cV-d/) -N^-d^. 

;79. (Amended) The method of clakn 71 further comprising the step of: 

permitting a user to select a magnitude of said first level of magnification. 

10\ (Amended) A computer-readable medium usable for displaying items in a 
graphical user mterface comprising: 

means r^r providing a plurality of said items in a region of said graphical 
user interface, each of sakPitems having a default height associated therewith; 
means for movihg^cursor along said region; and 
means for selectively minifying at least one of said items closest to said 
cursor to a first level and magnifying items p^ximate to said one item to other levels less 
than said first level. 



#ncel claims 23 and 73 . 

ftd the following new claims: 
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8. (New) The computer system of claim 22, wherein said other tiles can be 
selectively^ repositioned on said bar relative to one another among said intermediate 
positions by\ user. 

109. (Ntew) A computer system comprising: 
a display; 

a cursor for pointing to a position within said display; 
a bar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 

therewith; and 

; a processor f&r varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor is proximate said bar on said display and for varying a position of 
another of said plurality of tiles \i accordance with a predefined relationship that includes a 
function S defined as: 

S = ((H - h) -s- A -s- sine (it x (h - 2) + (W x 2)), 
where W is an effect width, h lis a default height of said at least one of said plurality 
of tiles and H is a selected maximum hemht of said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 




110. (New) The computer system of claim 109, wherein said another of said 
plurality of tiles has a left edge and a right edg£ respectively located at distances d! and d 2 
from said cursor, and wherein said another of sdid plurality of tiles is moved to a position 
such that said left edge has a distance d x ' from saicj cursor and said right edge has a 
distance d 2 * from said cursor wherein: 
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V' = S x sine (it h- 2 x d, -h W) 
d\ = S x sine (% -s- 2 x d 2 h- W). 

111. (New) The computer system of claim 110, wherein said at least one of said 
plurality of tiles is scaled by a factor of: 

1 + (dV -V) - (d 2 - d.) 
wherein d, and d 2 are distances from said cursor to said left edge and right edge, 
respectively, of said another of said plurality of tiles prior to being moved to said position. 

• ._A_ 

a display; \ 

a cursor for pointing to a position within said display; 

a bar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 
therewith; and \ 

a processor for varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor is proximate said bar onWid display and displaying a label 
associated with at least one of said plurality of tiles\at a first predetermined fade-in rate 
when said cursor moves proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from another of 
said plurality of tiles, and at a second predetermined fide- in rate when said cursor moves 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from outside a region associated with 
said bar. \ 
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\l3. (New) The computer system of claim 112, wherein said first and second 
fade-in rates are different. 

114. QNew) The computer system of claim 112, wherein said processor fades out 
said label when said cursor moves away from said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 

115. (New)\The computer system of claim 114, wherein said processor uses a 
first fade out rate when\aid cursor moves into another of said at least one of said plurality 
of tiles. . \ 

116. (New) The computer system of claim 115, wherein said processor uses a 
second fade out rate when said cUrsor moves out of a region associated with said bar. 

117. (New) The compute Ay stem of claim 116, wherein first and second rates 
are different. \ 

118. (New) A method for displaying representations of objects in a graphical user 
interface for a computer system, comprising uie steps of: 

displaying a plurality of icons in a row \ where each icon represents an object in the 
computer system; \ 

displaying a movable cursor via which the user can select individual ones of said 
icons; \ 
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magnifying the size of at least one of said icons as said cursor is moved into the 
vicinity of said one icon; and 

repositioning others of the icons along said row to accommodate the magnified size 
of said one icon. \ 

119. (New) Yhe method of claim 118 further including the step of magnifying the 
size of other icons in saiayow that are proximate said one icon. 

120. (New) The method of claim 119 wherein said other icons are magnified by a 
factor that is inversely related toVheir distances from said cursor. 

121. (New) The method ofVlaim 120 wherein the other icons that are magnified 
are those which are located within a defined distance of said cursor. 

122. (New) The method of claim l\21 wherein the value for said defined distance 
is user-determinable. \ 



123. (New) The method of claim 120 wherein said factor is based upon the sine 
function. \ 
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1^4. (New) The method of claim 121 wherein each icon is displayed within a 
corresponding tile area having two opposite edges that are respectively located at distances 
dj and from raid cursor, and said other icons are magnified by the factor 
r+Cdj'-d, ')/(d 2 -d\ where: 

d,' = S x sine(7T;/2 x d,/W) and 

d 2 ' = S x sine(7r/2\ d 2 /W), where 

W is equal to said denned distance, and 

(S = ((H-h)/2) -s- sine(7i\ (h/2) ^(W x 2)), where 

H is a magnified size for one dimension of said one icon, and 

h is a default display size foAsaid one dimension. 

125. (New) The method of cla^m 124, wherein values for H and h are user- 
definable. 

126. (New) The method of claim Ilk where the icons at the outermost ends of 
said row are predetermined, and the other icons m said row are user-selectable. 



127. (New) The method of claim 118 wherein said row of icons is displayed 
adjacent one edge of a display for said computer system. 



